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Ontario
Executive Council of Ontario Conseil exécutif de I’Ontario
Order in Council Décret

On the recommendation of the undersigned, the  Sur la recommandation de la personne
Lieutenant Governor of Ontario, by and with the ~ soussignée, la lieutenante-gouverneure de
advice and concurrence of the Executive Council I'Ontario, sur 'avis et avec le consentement du
of Ontario, orders that: Conseil exécutif de I'Ontario, décréte ce qui suit :

WHEREAS

On June 21, 2018, the Budget Implementation Act, 2018, No. 1, SC 2018, c. 12 received Royal
Assent.

Part 5 of the Budget Implementation Act, 2018, No. 1 enacted the Greenhouse Gas Pollution Pricing
Act.

Part 1 of the Greenhouse Gas Pollution Pricing Act levies charges on fuel delivered, used, brought
into, or produced in a listed province and combustible waste burned in a listed province.

Part 2 of the Greenhouse Gas Pollution Pricing Act establishes a cap-and-trade regime for pricing
industrial greenhouse gas emissions and levies a charge on facilities that emit greenhouse gases in a
quantity that exceeds their emissions limit.

Sections 165 and 188 of the Greenhouse Gas Pollution Pricing Act require the Minister of National
Revenue to distribute the revenues raised by the charges levied under the Act to the province in
which they were levied or to other prescribed persons or classes of persons.

Sections 166 and 189 of the Greenhouse Gas Pollution Pricing Act permit the Governor in Council to
determine in which provinces the Act will apply taking into account, as the primary factor, whether the
federal government believes provincial pricing mechanisms for greenhouse gas emissions are
sufficiently stringent.

On July 3, 2018, O.Reg. 386/18 (Prohibition Against the Purchase, Sale and Other Dealings with
Emission Allowances and Credits) was filed, which revoked O.Reg. 144/16 (The Cap and Trade
Program) under the Climate Change Mitigation and Low-carbon Economy Act, 2016, SO 2016, c. 7.

The Government of Ontario has announced it will introduce legislation that, if passed, would repeal
the Climate Change Mitigation and Low-carbon Economy Act, 2016.

It is in the public interest that the issues raised concerning the constitutional validity of the
Greenhouse Gas Pollution Pricing Act be settled authoritatively as soon as possible.

o.C/Décret: 1 (01 4/ 20 1
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THEREFORE, there be referred to the Court of Appeal for Ontario for hearing and consideration
pursuant to section 8 of the Courts of Justice Act, RSO 1990, c. C.43 the following question:

Is the Greenhouse Gas Pollution Pricing Act, Part 5 of the Budget Implementation Act, 2018,
No. 1, SC 2018, c. 12, unconstitutional in whole or in part?

ATTENDU QUE

Le 21 juin 2018, la Loi no 1 d'exécution du budget de 2018, L.C. 2018, ch. 12, a regu la sanction
royale.

La partie 5 de la Loi no 1 d'exécution du budget de 2018 a édicté la Loi sur la tarification de la
pollution causée par les gaz a effet de serre.

La partie 1 de la Loi sur la tarification de la pollution causée par les gaz a effet de serre prévoit
qgu’une redevance s'applique aux combustibles qui sont livrés, utilisés, produits ou transférés dans
une province assujettie et aux déchets combustibles qui sont brdlés dans une province assujettie.

La partie 2 de la Loi sur la tarification de la pollution causée par les gaz a effet de serre établit un
systéme de plafonnement et d’échange prévoyant un mécanisme de tarification des émissions
industrielles de gaz a effet de serre et exigeant le versement d’'une compensation pour toute émission
de gaz a effet de serre, par une installation, d’'une quantité supérieure a la limite applicable.

Les articles 165 et 188 de la Loi sur la tarification de la pollution causée par les gaz a effet de serre
exigent que le ministre du Revenu national distribue les revenus provenant des redevances pergues
en vertu de la Loi a la province dans laquelle celles-ci ont été pergues ou a toute personne ou
catégorie de personnes visée par reglement.

Les articles 166 et 189 de la Loi sur la tarification de la pollution causée par les gaz a effet de serre
permettent au gouverneur en conseil de déterminer dans quelles provinces la Loi s’appliquera, en
tenant compte, essentiellement, du fait que les mécanismes provinciaux de tarification des émissions
de gaz a effet de serre sont suffisamment rigoureux.

Le 3 juillet 2018, le Régl. de l'ont. 386/18 (Interdiction d’effectuer des opérations relatives aux quotas
d’émission et aux crédits) a été déposé. Ce réglement abroge le Régl. de I'Ont. 144/16 (Le
programme de plafonnement et d’échange) pris en application de la Loi de 2016 sur l'atténuation du
changement climatique et une économie sobre en carbone, L.O. 2016, chap. 7.

Le gouvernement de I'Ontario a annoncé qu'il déposerait un projet de loi qui, s'il était adopté,
abrogerait la Loi de 2016 sur l'atténuation du changement climatique et une économie sobre en
carbone.

L'intérét public dicte que les questions soulevées au sujet de la validité constitutionnelle de la Loi sur
la tarification de la pollution causée par les gaz a effet de serre soient réglées de maniére définitive le
plus t6t possible.
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PAR CONSEQUENT, la question qui suit est renvoyée a la Cour d’appel de 'Ontario pour examen,
en vertu de l'article 8 de la Loi sur les tribunaux judiciaires, L.R.O. 1990, chap. C.43 :

La Loi sur la tarification de la pollution causée par les gaz a effet de serre, qui constitue la partie 5 de
la Loi no 1 d'exécution du budget de 2018, L.C. 2018, ch. 12, est-elle totalement ou partiellement
inconstitutionnelle?

CJLLL/(H/H_ U Ude ot

Recommended: Attorney General
Recommandé par: La procureure générale

Concurred: Chair of Cabir\ét
Appuyé par : Le président du Conseil des ministres

Approved and Ordered:
Approuvé et décrété le:  AUG 01 2019

Lieutenant Governor
La lieutenante-gouverneure






Court of Appeal File No.: M49500

COURT OF APPEAL FOR ONTARIO

IN THE MATTER OF A REFERENCE to the Court of Appeal pursuant to
section 8 of the Courts of Justice Act, RSO 1990, c. C.34, by Order-in-Council
1014/2018 respecting the constitutionality of the Greenhouse Gas Pollution
Pricing Act, Part 5 of the Budget Implementation Act, No. 1, SC 2018, c. 12

ORDER

UPON the Lieutenant Governor of Ontario having referred to the Court of Appeal
for Ontario for hearing and consideration pursuant to section 8 of the Courts of
Justice Act, RSO 1990, c. C.43, a question regarding the constitutionality of the
Greenhouse Gas Pollution Pricing Act, Part 5 of the Budget Implementation Act,
2019, No. 1, SC 2018, c. 12

IT IS ORDERED that the Attorney General of Ontario have carriage of the
reference;

AND IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Justice James MacPherson is appointed to
case manage the reference.

CR&n A, (50

Chief Justice of Ontario
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COURT OF APPEAL FOR ONTARIO

The Honourable Justice J. C. MacPherson ) THURSDAY, THE 30"
) DAY OF
) AUGUST, 2018

IN THE MATTER OF A REFERENCE to the Court
of Appeal pursuant to section 8 of the Courts of
Justice Act, RSO 1990, c. C.34, by Order-in-
Council 1014/2018 respecting the
constitutionality of the Greenhouse Gas
Pollution Pricing Act, Part 5 of the Budget
Implementation Act, No. 1, SC 2018, c. 12

ORDER

THIS MOTION brought by the Attorney General of Ontario for directions regarding the
conduct of this reference was heard on August 14, 21, and 28, 2018 by teleconference.

ON READING the Motion Record of the Attorney General of Ontario and hearing the
submissions of Counsel for the Attorney General of Ontario and Counsel for the Attorney

General of Canada;

e IT IS ORDERED that the Attorney General of Canada shall be a party to the
reference;
2, IT IS ORDERED that a copy of this Order and a hyperlink to a copy of Order in

Council 1014/2018 shall be posted on the website of the Government of Ontario

(news.ontario.ca) from September 7, 2018 to November 30, 2018;



3: IT IS ORDERED that the Attorney General of Ontario shall give notice of this
reference to all provincial and territorial Attorneys General by serving a copy of this
Order on them by September 7, 2018;

4, IT IS ORDERED that any provincial or territorial Attorney General may intervene
as of right in this reference by serving notice of their intention to intervene on the
Attorney General of Ontario and the Attorney General of Canada and filing their notice
with the Court by December 21, 2018. The notice shall set out the Attorney General's
address for service. The address for service on the Attorney General of Ontario and on

the Attorney General of Canada shall be:

Attorney General of Ontario Attorney General of Canada

Constitutional Law Branch Department of Justice Canada

Civil Law Division Prairie Regional Office (Winnipeg)

720 Bay Street, 4" Floor 301 — 310 Broadway

Toronto, ON M7A 259 Winnipeg, MB R3C 0S6

Fax: (416) 326-4015 Fax: (204) 984-8495

Email: joshua.hunter@ontario.ca Email: sharlene.telles-langdon@justice.gc.ca

. IT IS ORDERED that if any Attorney General who files a notice of intention to
intervene as of right wishes to file a record, they must seek leave of the Court by serving
a Notice of Motion, supporting affidavit, and draft record, as well as an electronic copy of

all materials, by December 21, 2018,

6. IT IS ORDERED that a party seeking leave to intervene in this reference shall
serve a motion for leave to intervene on the Attorney General of Ontario and on the
Attorney General of Canada and file the motion with the Court by December 21, 2018.
The motion for leave shall contain a notice of motion, supporting affidavit, motion record
and factum, not to exceed 5 pages. These documents should comply with the
requirements set out in Rule 37 of the Ontario Rules of Civil Procedure. An electronic

copy of the material must be filed at the same time.

7. IT IS ORDERED that any motions for leave to intervene and any motions by an
Attorney General for leave to file a record shall be heard on January 15, 2019, at
Osgoode Hall, 130 Queen Street West, Toronto;



8. IT IS ORDERED that the Attorney General of Ontario shall serve the Attorney
General of Canada and file a statement of particulars of the arguments she intends to
advance regarding why the Greenhouse Gas Pollution Pricing Act is unconstitutional by
September 14, 2018;

9. IT IS ORDERED that the Attorney General of Ontario shall serve and file five
copies of her record, and factum, not to exceed forty (40) pages, as well as an electronic

copy of the record and factum by November 30, 2018;

10. IT IS ORDERED that the Attorney General of Canada shall serve and file five
copies of her record, and factum, not to exceed forty (40) pages, as well as an electronic

copy of the record and factum by February 15, 2019;

1. IT IS ORDERED that the Attorney General of Ontario and the Attorney General
of Canada shall file a joint book of authorities by February 22, 2019;

12. IT IS ORDERED that the Attorney General of each province and territory that
filed their notice of intention to participate as an intervener shall serve and file five copies
of their record, book of authorities, and factum, not to exceed twenty (20) pages, as well
as an electronic copy of the record, factum, and book of authorities by February 27,
2019;

18 IT IS ORDERED that all other interveners shall serve and file five copies of their
factum, not to exceed ten (10) pages, as well as an electronic copy of the factum by
February 27, 2019;

14, IT IS ORDERED that the Attorney General of Ontario and the Attorney General

of Canada complete cross-examinations, if any, by March 30, 2019;

15. IT IS ORDERED that the Attorney General of Ontario and the Attorney General
of Canada shall serve and file five copies of the reply factum, if any, not to exceed

twenty (20) pages, as well as an electronic copy of their reply factum, by April 8, 2019;
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16. IT IS ORDERED that the hearing of the reference shall take place from April 15-
18, 2019.

August 30, 2018

Y E Vs ?Qzef%sz? A.

Justice J. C. MacPherson

ENTERED A
ON /BOOK NG, > CTIPTA TORONTO

LE/DANS LE REGISTRE NO.-

AUG 30 2018

PERIPAR: T
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Preserving and Protecting
‘B our Environment for
Future Generations

A Made-in-Ontario
Environment Plan

P>
Conservation and Parks 78 OntariO

Ministry of the Environment,
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Minister's
Messoge e T

The people of Ontario are passionate about the great outdoors and the
natural spaces our communities offer. We recognize the importance

of a clean environment to our health, our wellbeing and our economic
prosperity for future generations. We also recognize the important
responsibility we all have to our environment.

Ontario boasts hundreds of thousands of parks, hiking trails and forests
to explore with our families and friends. Ontarians can camp in protected
areas like Quetico Provincial Park in Northern Ontario and see firsthand
the magnificence of a moose. We can also enjoy a family picnic at
Victoria Park in Kitchener and enjoy local fresh fruits, vegetables and

Rod Phillips dairy products that were grown and produced on nearby farms. Ontario
Minister of the Environment, is home to hundreds of thousands of lakes, rivers and waterways that are
Conservation and Parks the lifeblood of our province, where people fish, kayak and swim. We also

rely on our waters to transport goods, feed our crops, and have a safe,
reliable source of drinking water.

These waterways are under increasing pressure as urban development
expands along their shorelines, invasive species expand on land and in
water, and climate change causes changing weather patterns that can
bring heavier rains resulting in damage to homes, businesses and public
infrastructure.

Preserving and protecting our environment begins with a new vision for
Ontario. One where hardworking taxpayers are protected and respected,
and where environmental stewardship connects with the people of this
province.

| am pleased to present the following made-in-Ontario plan to keep our
province beautiful by protecting our air, land and water, preventing and
reducing litter and waste, supporting Ontarians to continue to do their
share to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and helping communities and
families prepare for climate change.

2 Ontario’s Environment Plan Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks



This plan will ensure we balance a healthy
environment with a healthy economy, and will be
reviewed on a four-year basis.

This is a plan that represents a clean break from
the status quo.

We understand the pressure Ontarians feel with
rising costs of living as well as skyrocketing
energy costs that have hurt our economy and

our competitiveness. They are understandably
frustrated to see their hard-earned tax-dollars
being put towards policies and programs that don't
deliver results.

That's why a cap-and-trade program or carbon tax
that seeks to punish people for heating their home
or driving their cars remains unacceptable to the
people of Ontario.

When the government does invest in environmental
programs, taxpayers should not have to watch
their hard-earned dollars be diverted towards
expensive, ineffective policies and programs that
do not deliver results.

The people of Ontario deserve recognition for
the sacrifices they have made and the ones they
continue to pay for.

Our plan reflects our province's specific needs and
opportunities, and it does not include a carbon

tax. We will continue to do our share to reduce
greenhouse gases and we will help communities
and families prepare to address climate change.
With hard work, innovation and commitment, we
will ensure Ontario achieves emissions reductions
in line with Canada’s 2030 greenhouse gas
reduction targets under the Paris Agreement.

Ontario’s Environment Plan
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We will tap into the resourcefulness and creativity
of our diverse and thriving private sector by
helping them invest in and develop clean solutions
to today’s environmental challenges.

We have consulted extensively with the

public, receiving more than 8,000 ideas and
recommendations through our online portal. These
comments have been considered alongside
submissions from stakeholders and information
from Indigenous communities who provided
feedback on fighting climate change and other
areas of environmental focus. We will continue to
consult and engage on the proposals contained
within this plan in the coming weeks and months.

All of us have a role to play in protecting the
environment, and there are many great ideas
across our province and country. It will be
important that we continue to have constructive
dialogue with other jurisdictions to tackle these
environmental challenges together. One thing
that has become particularly clear over the past
few months is the fact that no one solution fits all
provinces, regions or communities.

Our plan describes the actions Ontario is
proposing to take and the ways we will enable
industry, business, communities and people to
continue to do their part.

Ontario families understand that we have a
personal responsibility to leave behind a province
better off than the one we inherited; not just
environmentally, but financially as well.

| invite you to read our plan and join with us today,
and every day, to create a better future for Ontario.

Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks
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Our Province Today

Those of us who call Ontario home couldn’t ask for
a better place to live, work and raise a family. The
quality of life in our communities and the success
of our businesses depends to a great extent on the
clean air we breathe, the safe water we drink, and
the well-protected lands and parks we enjoy.

Today, the people of Ontario are breathing cleaner
air with large reductions in levels of many harmful
pollutants. In 2001, Ontario began the process

of closing its coal plants and in the years since,
we have significantly reduced pollutants such as
nitrogen dioxide, sulphur dioxide, mercury and
particulate matter.

Ontario’s Environment Plan

17

Our Great Lakes attract millions of residents and
visitors to waterfront communities around the
province each year. These lakes provide safe
drinking water to more than 70% of Ontarians and
their watersheds are home to more than 4,000
species of fish, birds and other living things. They,
along with all of our waterways and groundwater,
underpin our province’s economic prosperity and
wellbeing — supporting Ontario’s manufacturing,
power generation, fisheries, tourism, agriculture
and drinking water.

Parks and greenspace across our province
provide individuals, families and tourists with
opportunities to canoe in lakes, hike in forests and
camp on protected lands.

Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks
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6

THE CHALLENGE AHEAD

At the same time, climate change threatens these
resources and our homes, communities and
businesses, infrastructure, and our locally grown
food and crops. It also threatens food security and
road access for remote First Nations, as well as the
health of ecosystems across our great province.

Ontario's Environment Plan

We can do more to protect ourselves from

the extreme weather events that have flooded
houses, buildings and roads, overwhelmed aging
stormwater and wastewater systems, damaged
crops, and brought heavy ice and wind storms that
knocked out power for hundreds of thousands of
people, including those who are most vulnerable.

Heat waves and recent drought conditions in some
areas of the province, coupled with anticipated
impacts of climate change and population growth,
have intensified concerns related to water security
for farmers, Indigenous communities, industry and
municipalities.

We also recognize that there is much more

that can still be done to keep our lands and
waterways clean and free of litter. Nobody wants
to see plastic and litter polluting our waterways,
neighbourhoods and parks. No one wants sewage
and wastewater overflowing into our lakes and
rivers or salt making its way into our waterways.
These issues are happening now and need to
be addressed. There is also a need to address
specific air quality concerns in communities

that continue to face air quality challenges. True
environmentalism begins with a sense of civic
responsibility that we foster through meaningful
action close to home.

Our environment plan reflects our government’s
commitment to addressing these pressing
challenges. We will use the best science, real-time
monitoring where available, and strong, transparent
enforcement to protect our air, land and water,
prevent and reduce litter and waste, support
Ontarians to continue to do their share to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions, and help communities
and families prepare for climate change.

Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks



DOING OUR PART

In 2001, the government of the day announced
the closure of the Lakeview Generating Station,
setting the stage for the phase out of coal-fired
electricity generation which remains the largest
single greenhouse gas reduction in Canadian
history. Ontario’s low-emission combination of
hydroelectric, nuclear, natural gas and non-hydro
renewable generating capacity has enabled the
province to avoid up to 30 megatonnes of annual
greenhouse gas emissions, equivalent to taking
up to seven million vehicles off our roads. In 2017,
approximately 96% of the electricity generated in
Ontario was emissions-free.

The combination of nuclear, hydro, other
renewables and efficient natural gas has given
Ontario one of the cleanest energy grids in North
America. Ontario’s supply of clean electricity is
one of its unique strengths. Ontario is currently a
net exporter of electricity, with our clean power
offsetting a higher emitting mix of coal and natural
gas generation in neighbouring states, such as
Michigan and New York.

Measured against the same base year

of Canada’s target under the Paris
Agreement (2005), the province’s total
greenhouse gas emissions have dropped
by 22% — even while the rest of Canada
saw emissions increase by 3% during
that same time.

Doing Canada'’s heavy lifting on greenhouse gas
emission reductions came at a cost that was too
high for Ontario families and businesses. In 2017,
prior to the introduction of the Fair Hydro Plan Act,
2017, the cost associated with transitioning to
Ontario’s low emission electricity system was an
estimated $33 per month for a typical residential
electricity consumer and about $435 per month

7 Ontario's Environment Plan
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for a small business, such as a restaurant. Since
2005, about $40 billion has been spent in capital
investments to transition the province to an
electricity system that is virtually emissions-free.
Now is not the time to add further costs to the price
of electricity that is already very clean.

We will continue to do our share to address climate
change and protect our environment. We will do so
in a way that protects our economy and respects the
people.

We will hold polluters accountable by ensuring strong
enforcement with real consequences and penalties,
especially for repeat offenders.

We will also help our urban and rural communities
and landscapes become more sustainable and
resilient. We will help others do their part, whether

it's leveraging private sector investments to drive
environmental solutions or making it easier for
people and companies to go the extra mile to reduce
emissions, clean up their communities, protect
waterways, conserve lands and restore habitats.

Ontario has a long history of working cooperatively
with other provinces and territories, as well as with
the federal government through formal agreements
such as the Canada-Ontario Agreement on Great
Lakes Water Quality and Ecosystem Health and
through intergovernmental forums such as the
Canadian Council of Ministers of the Environment.
There are also global environmental issues on
which Ontario will continue collaborating with the
federal government and participating in international
meetings and agreements.

Protecting the environment is a responsibility of all of
us who call Ontario home.

We will continue to work in partnership with other
provinces, neighbouring jurisdictions, the federal
government, municipalities, Indigenous communities,
business and local partners to help protect our
environment and ensure we pass on a cleaner
environment to future generations.

Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks
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GUIDING PRINCIPLES

Our guiding principles will help us address our most
serious environmental challenges in a responsible,
effective, measurable and balanced way.

e Clear Rules and Strong Enforcement: We will
ensure that polluters are held accountable with
tougher penalties, while reducing regulatory
burden for responsible businesses.

e Trust and Transparency: We will provide
Ontarians with the information and tools
required — with a particular focus on real-
time monitoring — to understand the current
environmental challenges we face and
how these challenges impact individuals,
businesses and communities across the
province.

e Resilient Communities and Local Solutions:
We recognize that environmental impacts faced
by communities across Ontario may be very
different. We will work with these communities
and use best scientific practices and other
evidence-based methods to develop unique
solutions to their challenges.

8 Ontario’'s Environment Plan Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks



Protecting el 2N &

Lakes and Rivers

Ontario's water and air are life support systems for

our province and our people. Pollution in our air
and water increases healthcare costs, affects the
enjoyment of our outdoors and contributes to lost

economic opportunity. We will protect these critical

systems by keeping our water and air clean while

Our plan will make it easier for people to
report pollution that is impacting their
lives by developing an online platform for
reporting incidents that allows photos or
video to be sent in, as well as reporting an

incident by e-mail, phone or through an app.

growing our economy.

Additionally, we will put in place an
improved complaint response system
that sets out the services Ontarians can
expect from inspectors and investigators
when they file a complaint, and new

~ standards on the response time they
can expect based on the type of incident
they report. We will be transparent about
pollution incidents and spills, and provide
real-time information where it is available
so that people can see if a spill or incident
has already been reported, as well as the
status of the ministry’s response.

CLEAN AIR

Although Ontario’s air quality has improved
significantly, some areas of the province still
experience poorer air quality due to pollution.
We are committed to protecting our air, ensuring
we have strong environmental standards that are
protective of human health and the environment,
and taking action to enforce local air quality
standards.

9 Ontario's Environment Plan Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks
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e |ncrease road-side monitoring of traffic
pollution and expand road-side monitoring of
pollutants beyond the Greater Toronto Area to
other heavily urbanized communities such as
Sarnia, Sudbury and Hamilton.

Quick Fact: Ontario initiated
the first closure of a coal
plant in 2001. This action and
the subsequent closure of 19
coal-fired units in five plants
contributed to reducing the

Strengthen collaboration on addressing air
pollution that comes from outside of Ontario’s

. . borders
number of smog days in Ontario
from a peak of 53 in 2005 to zero e Call on the federal government to proactively
in 2017 address the impacts of air pollution from

outside Ontario, including from the United
States and international sources, and ensure
continued cooperation and commitment to

Bl Actions improve air quality.

e Expand collaboration with Michigan and
Ohio to reduce the emission of contaminants

of concern that impact southern Ontario,
e Focus on parts of the province that continue Michigan and Ohio airsheds.

to experience air quality challenges due to
pollution from transportation, industry and other
sources.

Improve air quality in communities by creating
unique solutions to their individual challenges

e Work in partnership with municipalities,
industry, public health units, other community
stakeholders and Indigenous communities to

Success story:
Sarnia’s air quality
is improving

address local air quality concerns and achieve _
clean air objectives. In partnership with industry, the Clean Air Sarnia

and Area (CASA) advisory panel launched the

Reduce emissions from heavy-duty vehicles : ; ;
website cleanairsarniaandarea.com so users

* Redesign the emissions testing program for could view contaminant levels from seven air
heavy-duty vehicles (e.g. commercial transport monitoring stations in the Sarnia community. Air
trucks) and strengthen on-road enforcement of quality information is refreshed every hour on an
emissions standards. interactive map so users can find out whether air

Improve understanding of different sources of quality is good, moderate or poor compared to

air pollution and their impact provincial standards. While Ontario and industry

have been monitoring air quality in the Sarnia

* Monltgnipelltants:te evaluate-longriery frends area for decades, the CASA initiative marks the

so we can gather the information we need to
9 first time that data has been accessible to the

take action on air pollution. o I . :
public in real-time and in one location.

10 Ontario's Environment Plan Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks
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Ontario is also moving forward with a Sarnia
Area Environmental Health Project to help
address concerns about air pollution and other
environmental stressors from local industries in
the Sarnia area. The project will help enhance
our understanding of the links between the
environment and health in the community,

with a focus on assessing exposures to air
contaminants.

These projects are great examples of the
collaborative efforts of local industry, the
municipality, the Aamjiwnaang First Nation and
interested community groups.

Ontario’s Environment Plan
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CLEAN WATER

Our lakes, waterways and groundwater are the
foundation of Ontario’s economic prosperity and
wellbeing — supplying water to our communities,
sustaining traditional activities of Indigenous peoples,
supporting Ontario’s economy, and providing healthy
ecosystems for recreation and tourism.

Over past decades, Ontario has seen significant
improvements in Great Lakes water quality due to
efforts by governments and other partners. These
partnerships have achieved a 90% reduction in
releases of mercury, dioxins and polychlorinated
biphenyls (PCBs), resulting in fish that are safer to
eat, clean-up of polluted areas and the restoration
of species.

Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks
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Water resources in Ontario are facing many
pressures. Population growth, rapid urban
development, aging infrastructure and invasive
species are threatening our waterways through

pollution and loss of natural heritage. For example,
excess road salt can damage roads, cause vehicle

corrosion and be harmful to fish in our waterways.
The changing climate is compounding these

stresses with droughts, floods and extreme storms.

Declining ice cover is causing shoreline erosion,
warmer water is creating conditions for blooms of
harmful algae, and shifting water conditions are
changing when and where fish spawn.

Working together, we can help conserve and
manage our water resources. Ontario’s drinking
water, for example, is among the best protected
in the world as a result of the province’s strong
monitoring, reporting and enforcement activities
and programs.

We will take strong enforcement action to protect our
lakes, waterways and groundwater from pollution.

We will also work with municipalities and other
partners to increase transparency through real-
time monitoring of the sewage overflows from
municipal wastewater systems, which too often
flow into Ontario’s lakes and rivers. We must step
up efforts to ensure the public is aware and that
proper monitoring occurs.

Quick Fact: 99.8% of more
than 518,000 test results from
municipal residential drinking
water systems meet Ontario’s
strict drinking water quality
standards.

12 Ontario’s Environment Plan

Our plan focuses on key areas of action to protect
our waters and keep our beaches clean for
swimming, recreation, enjoyment and traditional use.

B Actions

Continue work to restore and protect our
Great Lakes

e Build on previous successes and continue
efforts to protect water quality and ecosystems
of the Great Lakes. This includes keeping
coastlines and beaches clean, protecting
native species and safeguarding against
invasive species such as Asian carp or
Phragmites, and reducing harmful algae by
continuing partnerships and negotiations with
the federal government under agreements
and plans such as the Canada-Ontario Great
Lakes Agreement (COA) and the Canada-
Ontario Lake Erie Action Plan. Since signing
the eighth COA in 2014, Ontario has directly
invested $15.3 million per year in programs.
This includes supporting the Lake Erie Action
Plan and restoring geographic areas, known as
areas of concern, where significant impairment
or contamination has occurred as a result of

human activities at the local level.

e Review and update Ontario’s Great Lakes
Strateqgy to continue to protect fish, parks,
beaches, coastal wetlands and water by
reducing plastic litter, excess algae and
contaminants along our shorelines, and
reducing salt entering waterways to protect our
aquatic ecosystems.

Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks



Asian Carp:
A threat to the Great Lakes Fisheries
and Economy

Asian carp typically weigh two to four kilograms
but can weigh up to 50 kilograms and can
grow to a length of more than one metre. They
consume a significant amount of food and ca
eat up to 20% of their body weight each day,
which harms the Great Lakes ecosystem. Asian
carp were introduced to aquaculture facilities in
the southern U.S. in the 1970s to remove algae
and suspended solids from their ponds. They
escaped when the Mississippi River flooded
and have spread northward in the Mississippi
watershed towards the Great Lakes.

Asian carp pose a significant threat to
recreational and commercial fisheries in
Ontario which are worth almost $2.5 billion
combined. Ontario is working with many
partners including the Asian Carp Regional
Coordinating Committee, a committee
including all Great Lakes states and provinces,
U.S. federal agencies, and Fisheries and
Oceans Canada to facilitate collaboration on
prevention, early detection, response, and
monitoring activities.

Quick Fact: Ontario’s more than
250,000 lakes, including the

Great Lakes, contain about one
fifth of the world’s fresh water.

13 Ontario’s Environment Plan
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Continue to protect and identify vulnerable
waterways and inland waters

e Build on previous successes and continue to

implement the Lake Simcoe Protection Plan

to protect and restore important natural areas
and features of the lake. Ontario has invested
annually in the implementation of the Lake
Simcoe Protection Plan.

Protect the quality of the Lake of the Woods by
continuing to work with partners on reducing
phosphorus that, in excessive quantities, can
cause toxic blue-green algae.

Build on the ministry’s monitoring and drinking
water source protection activities to ensure
that environmental impacts from road salt

use are minimized. Work with municipalities,
conservation authorities, the private sector and
other partners to promote best management
practices, certification and road salt
alternatives.

Work with Indigenous communities and
stakeholders, including the public, on the
remediation of mercury contaminated
sediments in the St. Clair and English-
Wabigoon Rivers, including efforts such as:

= ensuring clean-up of the remaining mercury
contaminated sediments located in three
areas downstream of the former Dow
Chemical site.

= participating in the work of the English and
Wabigoon Rivers Remediation Panel to
fund remediation activities from a trust that
was established with $85 million under the
English and Wabigoon Rivers Remedliation
Funding Act, 2017.

Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks
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Action in Progress:
Protecting the Muskoka watershed

Through the Muskoka Watershed
Conservation and Management Initiative,
the community and province will work
together to protect this vital area by
identifying the issues facing the region.
Ontario will invest $5 million and commit
up to an additional $5 million in matching
contributions.

Effective watershed management is important to the people in our communities, especially at times
when watersheds are facing stresses such as increased development and flooding caused by severe
weather events.

This initiative will also help us develop a more comprehensive approach to watershed management,
which can inform current actions and future development.

Ensure sustainable water use and water

Success story: security for future generations
Celebrating recovery of
freshwater fish in Lake

Simcoe

e Thoroughly review the province’s water taking
policies, programs and science tools to ensure
that vital water resources are adequately
protected and sustainably used.

Qver the years, many organizations
alongside the provincial and federal
governments have worked hard to protect
and restore the Lake Simcoe watershed

e Enhance how we manage water takings to
ensure we have sustainable water resources in
the face of a changing climate and continued
population growth. We will do this by examining
approaches to assessing and managing

against contaminants and excess nutrients
like road salt and phosphorus that have had

a negative effect on water quality. The Lake
Simcoe ecosystem is showing encouraging
signs of recovery and demonstrating that
efforts to restore and protect the lake are
having an impact. For example, populations
of sensitive aquatic life such as lake trout,

lake whitefish and cisco are trending upward.

14 Ontario’s Environment Plan

multiple water takings, establishing priorities
for different water uses, and preparing and
responding to drought conditions.

Ensure the knowledge gained through the
drinking water source protection program helps
inform our water management programs.

Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks



Quick Fact: Thanks to local
source protection committees
and conservation authorities,
Ontario has source protection
plans being implemented across
38 watershed-based areas.
These locally developed plans
identify and protect areas where
drinking water is vulnerable to
contamination and depletion.

Help people conserve water and save money

e Promote the use of technologies and practices
to ensure water is used more efficiently. This
includes water conservation planning; water use
tracking and reporting; improving standards
for household fixtures and appliances, such as
dishwashers or washing machines; and profiling
provincial and broader public sector leadership
in this area.

Improve municipal wastewater and stormwater
management and reporting

e Increase transparency through real-time
monitoring of sewage overflows from municipal
wastewater systems into Ontario’s lakes and
rivers. Work with municipalities to ensure that
proper monitoring occurs, and that the public is
aware of overflow incidents.

e Update policies related to municipal
wastewater and stormwater to make them
easier to understand. We will consider how
wastewater and stormwater financing could be
updated to improve investment and support
new and innovative technologies and practices.

15 Ontario’s Environment Plan
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e Encourage targeted investment and
innovation in managing wastewater that
overflows into our lakes and rivers.

Quick Fact: There were a total of
1,327 bypasses and/or overflows
from all municipal wastewater
sources in the 2017/18 fiscal
year, as reported to the

Ministry of the Environment,
Conservation and Parks.
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